NEWTON'S  OLDER  HOMES 

AUBURNDALE 


WESTON  BRIDGE 

As  it  appeared  in  the  latter  half  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 
Formerly  on  the  route  of  the  old  Worcester  Turnpike. 
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PRE-1855    NEWTON    HOUSES    REMAINING    IN  1971 

Publication  #3  of  the  Jackson  Homestead,  Newton,  Massachusetts 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Historical  Committee 
of  the  "Friends  of  the  Jackson  Homestead" 

FORE  WARD 

Scattered  through  the  streets  of  Newton  are  a  surprising  number  of  houses  which 
illustrate  the  architectural  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  our  community 
since  the  late  17th  century.    The  first  rectangular  homes  with  central  chimneys, 
two-chimney  colonials,  the  stately  well-proportioned  houses  of  the  Federal 
period  —  all  may  be  found  still  standing  and  in  reasonably  good  condition. 
Nearer  1855 >  the  shut-off  date  for  this  listing,  came  the  beginnings  of  Vic- 
torian influence,  a  number  of  houses  of  the  Greek  revival  style,  and  even  a 
novelty  with  ten  sides. 


The  architectural  heritage  of  an  area  is  one  of  its  cultural  resources  and  is 
of  considerable  significance  and  interest  to  the  people.    In  order  that  the 
citizens  of  Newton  may  become  more  familiar  with  the  older  houses  of  this  city 
and  with  the  fascinating  variety  and  individuality  of  home  styles  found  here, 
this  study  is  undertaken.    It  can  be  considered  a  worthy  direction  for  the 
attention  of  the  Jackson  Homestead,  Newton's  unique  historical  museum. 

Hopefully  the  listing  will  foster  a  pride  of  ownership  in  houses  of  earlier 
periods,  and  encourage  both  their  preservation  and  restorations  which  are 
authentic  and  yet  appropriate  for  modern  living.    Perhaps  more  people  of  New- 
ton will  come  to  realize  that  the  ownership  of  an  "old"  house  can  be  an  asset 
to  themselves  and  to  the  community.    Often  exceptionally  well-built,  many  an 
early  house  can  be  preserved  to  benefit  generations  yet  to  come. 

A  previous  publication,  #2  of  the  Jackson  Homestead  series,  was  entitled 
"Some  of  the  Older  Houses  in  Newton."    For  this,  extensive  and  meticulous  re- 
search was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Fred  C.  Alexander,  first  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Jackson  Homestead.    A  great  many  of  the  facts  which  he  un- 
covered have  been  incorporated  into  this  later  edition.    Much  further  material 
has  been  added  by  a  team  of  dedicated  volunteers  who  spent  endless  hours  in 
the  process. 

There  is  no  claim  to  complete  accuracy  in  this  listing.    Records  are  sparse 
and  facts  most  difficult  to  come  by.    Surely  there  are  omissions.    It  is  hoped 
that  those  who  discover  errors  or  can  share  additional  information  will  contact 
the  Jackson  Homestead. 


It  is  noted  that  the  Jackson  Homestead  is  the  only  house  named  which  is  open 
to  the  public. 


Particular  thanks  are  extended  to  Miss  Betsy  Allen,  Miss  Susan  Kinley,  Mr.  M. 
B.  Marshall,  Mr.  James  W.  Peghiny,  Mr.  James  K.  Ufford,  Mr.  Eugene  Wadman, 
and  Mr.  Feme  E.  Worthington,  for  their  assistance  in  providing  the  illustra- 
tions. 

We  are  also  grateful  to  Mr.  F.  Leslie  Ford  for  his  architectural  advice,  Mr. 
John  Mildram  of  the  City  Engineering  Department,  and  Mr.  Fred  C.  Alexander 
for  his  research,  as  well  as  our  devoted  volunteers. 

Dorothy  S.  Bates,  Chairman  of 
Research 

Ruth  E.  Cannard,  Director- 
Curator  of  the 
Jackson  Home- 
stead. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2014 


https://archive.org/details/pre1855newtonhou00frie 


AUBURNDALE 


There  are  few  Auburndale  records  dating  back  to  Revolutionary  days  when 
only  a  half  dozen  large  farmsteads  comprised  the  village.    Extensive  build- 
ing did  not  begin  until  the  l8U0's  when  William  Jackson  organized  a  comp- 
any to  develop  the  area  and  laid  it  out  in  streets.    It  is  hard  to  realize 
that  Commonwealth  Avenue  was  not  completed  through  this  area  until  1903. 

We  read  that  patriotic  troops  congregated  at  Whittemore's  Tavern  (U?3  Auburn 
Street)  before  leaving  for  action  at  Concord,  and  that  in  1777  the  "forlorn 
battalions  of  Burgoyne's  captive  army       which  had  surrendered  to  the  Ameri- 
cans at  Saratoga,  marched  east  along  Woodland  Road  toward  West  Newton  and 
Boston.    This  road  was  called  a  range-way  as  early  as  1690. 

The  Charles  River  forms  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  village.    For  years 

boating  was  popular  either  in 
canoes  or  in  the  sturdy  little 
"White  Swan"  which  plied  be- 
tween Waltham  and  Auburndale, 
and  of  more  recent  years  in 
small  paddle  boats.  "King's 
Handbook"  describes  graphic- 
ally the  elaborate  water  festi- 
vals held  for  a  number  of 
years  with  floats,  music  and 
fireworks  enjoyed  by  thous- 
ands of  people.  Norumbega 
Park  was  long  a  mecca  for 
those  looking  for  an  attrac- 
tive spot  for  an  outing,  and 
parents  gave  their  blessing 
to  an  evening  of  dancing  at  the  Totem  Pole.    The  trolley  running  along 
Commonwealth  Avenue  for  a  number  of  years  was  the  accepted  mode  of  trans- 
portation. 


s 


Since  1851  the  character  of  the 
village  has  been  affected  by 
the  establishment  of  Lasell  Fe- 
male Seminary,  now  Lasell  Junior 
College,  where  "solid  culture" 
was  pursued.    Part  of  the  orgi- 
nal  building,  Bragdon  Hall  at 
117  Woodland  Road,  and  Clark 
House,  number  120  across  the 
street,  qualify  for  this  list- 
ing.   Today  the  students  are 
much  in  evidence  and  the  towns- 
people are  the  beneficiaries  of 
many  cultural  offerings. 


Bragdon  Hall 
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On  what  is  now  Lasell  property- 
stood  the  old  Woodland  Park 
Hotel,  recommended  by  Boston 
doctors  as  a  health  resort. 
Patients  were  advised  "to  go  to 
Florida  or  Auburndale  during 
the  inclement  seasons  of  the 
year." 

Over  the  decades  a  large  number 
of  missionaries  and  ministers 
made  their  hones  here,  giving 
one  section  of  the  village  the 
title  of  "Saints'  Rest."  The 
earliest  religious  group,  known 
Woodland  Park  Hotel  as  the  Auburndale  Congregation- 

al Church,  was  organized  in 
18^0  and  the  present  church  building  dedicated  in  1857.    The  Centenary 
Methodist  Church  was  dedicated  in  1867  and  the  Church  of  the  Messiah  began 
its  first  structure  in  1880.    Corpus  Christi  and  Temple  Reyim  were  erected 
in  the  present  century. 

Outwardly  Auburndale  has  retained  much  of  its  early  flavor,  due  in  part  to 
the  magnificent  trees  which  line  so  many  of  its  streets.    Neither  the  Toll 
Road  extension  which  split  the  village  down  the  middle,  nor  two  modern 
motels  have  destroyed  an  appearance  of  community  pride  and  comfortable  un- 
pretentious living. 

This  report  on  the  older  houses  of  Auburndale  was  prepared  by  Mrs.  E.  Graham 
Bates  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Cannard. 
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AUBURN  DALE    HOUSES    BUILT    BEFORE    18  5  5 


(Name  of  1855  owner  in  parenthesis) 


AUBURN  STREET 


58  Auburn  Street  -  Built  prior  to  1850.     (J.  G.  Fuller) 


63  Auburn  Street  - 


Probably  eighteenth 
century. 

(E.  Bingham) 


75-77  Auburn  Street 

Built  before  1850.  Pitched  roof 
with  one-story  columns  support- 
ing the  long  porch  roof.  Full- 
length  windows  across  the  first 
floor  front. 

(E.  Porter) 


175  Auburn  Street 

Main  part  built  about  1850,  with  an 
addition  dating  between  l87ii  and 
1886.    Now  the  rectory  of  the  Church 
of  the  Messiah. 

(J.  Lancy) 


208  Auburn  Street 

Built  about  1825.  In  spite  of 
several  stages  of  alterations 
over  the  years,  this  house  re 
tains  charming  original  deco- 
rative trim  on  the  interior 
lintels. 
(S.  A.  Danforth) 


221  Auburn  Street    -    Built  about 


1850    (G.  W.  Ward) 


hi 3  Auburn  Street 

Whittemore's  Tavern,  or  the  Bourne 
house,  as  this  has  long  been  known,  is 
one  of  Auburndale's  few  surviving  18th 
century  structures.  It  was  probably 
built  in  172U,  by  William  Robinson  II, 
whose  father  was  considered  the  founder 
of  Auburndale.  For  some  years  Nathaniel 
Whittemore  kept  a  tavern  here.  Eecause 
of  its  location  on  a  well-used  route  to 
the  West,  many  travellers  on  foot  or  by 
stagecoach  must  have  stopped  here  and 
joined  in  discussions  of  the  politics 
of  the  pre-F evolutionary  period.  It  is 
said  that  here  is  where  the  patriot 
troops  congregated  when  the  guns  of 
Concord  announced  the  beginning  of  the 
War. 

Members  of  the  Bourne  family  occupied 
the  house  for  many  years.  The  colonial 
architecture  is  essentially  unchanged, 
and  the  house  still  contains  six  fire- 
places, the  original  bar  in  the  kitchen, 
and  the  early  iron  work  on  the  doors. 
(Wm.  P.  and  B.  Bourne) 
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U83  Auburn  Street  -  While  this  house  does  not  appear  on  maps  of  1855,  part 

of  it  at  least  seems  to  antedate  that  year.    The  older 
section  could  have  been  moved  to  this  location  before 
187U. 


50il  Auburn  Street  -  Here  again  a  small  part  of  this  house  dates  back  to  1818, 

and  was  located  at  that  time  near  the  corner  of  Auburn 
and  Melrose  Streets.    Later  it  was  moved  to  its  present 
location,  and  over  the  years  many  additions  and  alterations 
were  made.    The  general  appearance  is  now  mid-Victorian. 


AUBURN  DALE  AVENUE 


215  Auburndale  Avenue 

Probably  built  about  1825. 
Note  the  hip  roof  and  brackets 
under  the  eaves. 

(H.  Washburn) 


BOURNE  STREET 


66  Bourne  Street 

About  1820.  Seriously  gutted 
by  fire  in  December  1970. 

(Bourne) 


CHARLES  STREET 


59  Charles  Street    -    About  18^0.    (A.  F.  Hildreth) 
69  Charles  Street    -    About  1850.    (E.  J.  Eaton) 
126  Charles  Street  -    About  18 $0.    (A.  F.  Hildreth) 


COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE 


2212  Commonwealth  Avenue 

Built  in  18U7,  and  reconditioned  in 
1875,  at  which  time  a  fireplace  was 
added  made  from  wood  from  the  altar 
of  the  Auburndale  Congregational 
Church  which  was  reconditioned  the 
same  year.    The  dormers  were  added 
in  1900.    Note  the  vertical  siding 
typical  of  the  Gothic  revival  period. 

(C.  F.  Bailey) 


GROVE  STREET 
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7U  Grove  Street  -  The  older  part  in  the  rear  dates 

from  about  1850.    The  front 
section  was  added  in  1907.  (S.  Thornton) 


160  Grove  Street  -  About  1850. 


(S.  N.  Cooper) 


160  Grove  Street 

161  Grove  Street  -  About  1850.    Rev.  Harding  is  des- 
cribed as  "sound  in  doctrine,  and 
watchful  of  any  laxity  in  the  faith  or  the  church", 
but  also  with  a  "fine  head  for  real  estate".  This 
house  is  now  a  part  of  the  Walker  Home  complex. 
(Rev.  S.  Harding) 


l6l  Grove  Street 


HANCOCK  STREET 


lii  Hancock  Street  -  Built  18U8.    Here  is  a  good  ex- 
ample of  the  Italianate  style  of 
architecture  with  its  Victorian  elegance,  which  began 
to  be  popular  in  the  'UO's.    The  squared  projection 
in  the  front  was  derived  from  the  Italian  campanile  or 
bell  tower.    Note  the  floor-length  windows,  the  lintel 
or  hood  molds  (some  of  them  arched)  over  some  of  the 
windows,  and  the  brackets  under  the  eaves. 

The  1855  map  shows  the  occupant  as  Denny,  but  it  was 
built  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Partridge,  prominent  in  church 

and  village 
life.    For  many 
years  this  was 
the  home  of  Dr. 
Arthur  H.  Godfrey, 
Newton's  long- 
term  City  Physi- 
cian. 
(Denny) 
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H  ANCOCK    STREET  (Continued) 


hi  Hancock  Street  -  Possibly  as  early  as  1816. 

A  number  of  architectural 
periods  can  be  detected  in  this  house  which 
was  probably  moved  to  its  present  location  from 
somewhere  nearby.    The  changes  have  been  ac- 
complished with  taste  and  the  present  Gothic 
effect  is  one  of  great  charm. 


ISLINGTON  ROAD 


This  distinguished  house  with  its  secluded  location  on  a  high  bank  above  the  Charles 
River,  was  built  in  1853,  or  soon  after,  for  Thomas  Hall,  a  magnet ical  instrument 
maker.    A  prominent  feature  is  the  three-story  Italianate  tower  with  its  arched 
window  frames.    The  peaked-roof  upper  bay  window  and  the  "bandstand"  open  porch 
roof  to  the  right  were  added  at  a  later  period.    In  the  barn,  painted  over  the  horse 
stalls,  are  the  colorful  names  of  two  former  occupants,  "Kittie  Mague"  and  "Billie 
Cox". 

The  imposing  location  of  this  house  on  the  elevation  amid  the  lofty  pines  as  well  as 
the  impressive  tower,  prompted  someone  to  name  it  "The  Eminence". 
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MAPLE  TERRACE 


23  Maple  Terrace  -  Built  about  1850.    This  building  stood  first  on  Woodland 

Road  near  the  corner  of  Maple  Street.    It  is  now  owned 
by  Lasell  Junior  College.    William  A.  Alcott,  author  of 
more  than  a  hundred  books  of  "counsel  and  instruction",  was 
a  cousin  of  Amos  Bronson  Alcott.    According  to  King's 
Handbook,  Mr.  Alcott' s  "avowed  object  in  life  was  the 
prevention  of  vice,  disease  and  poverty,  but  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  it  remained  unfulfilled. " 
(W.  A.  Alcott) 


MELROSE  STREET 


230  Melrose  Street  -  l81|0-50.  Another  interest- 
ing example  of  Italianate 
architecture  with  the  typical  square  tower  and 


arched  windows. 


(N.  Crowell) 


230  Melrose  Street 

283  Melrose  Street  -  Probably  about 

1850.  Greatly 
altered,  but  with  a  suggestion  of 
its  earlier  Gothic  style.    Now  serv- 
ing as  the  Auburndale  Club  house. 
(A.  S.  Johnson) 


283  Melrose  Street 


PINE  STREET 

Before  1855,  at  the  time  of  the  Irish  "potato  famine"  in  18U6,  a  colony  of 
Irish  immigrants  settled  in  Auburndale.    A  number  of  houses  at  the  west  end 
of  Pine  Street  appear  to  be  tied  in  with  this  phase  of  history.    Each  house 
has  been  greatly  altered  over  the  years  and  records  are  unavailable.    To  the 
best  of  our  knowledge,  the  following  qualify  in  this  group. 
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PINE    STREET  (Continued) 

101  Pine  Street  -  (P.  Darmody)  133  Pine  Street  -  (P.  McCarty) 

107  Pine  Street  -  (J.  Feeley)  139  Pine  Street  -  (J.  Condron) 

120  Pine  Street  -  (Win.  Taylor)  lii8  Pine  Street  -  (R.  Ryan) 

12$  Pine  Street  -  (M.  Neagle)  172  Pine  Street  -  (T.  Shanahan) 


WASHINGTON  STREET 


1828  Washington  Street 


1828  and  1832  Washington  Street  -  C.  I7ii0.    These  two  houses  were  part  of  the 

"Old  Shepard  Farm",  originally  built  by 
Alexander  Shepard,  Sr.,  a  leading  man  of  Newton  for  many  years  and  one  of 
"talent  and  education."    On  April  19,  1775,  he  marched  twenty-eight  miles 
with  a  company  of  volunteers  to  participate  in  the  battles  of  Lexington  and 
Concord. 

In  I8OI4  the  farm  came  into  the  hands  of  Jeremiah  Allen,  members  of  whose 
family  occupied  it  for  well  over  a  century.    The  property  included  much  of 
what  is  now  Brae  Burn  Country  Club. 

City  Atlases  show  an  interesting  succession  of  changes  and  additions  over  the 
years.    The  old  farmhouse  became  two  dwellings  in  1953. 


WASHINGTON    STREET  (Continued) 


1839  Washington  Street  - 

About  18U6-18U7.    Enoch  Smith 
was  probably  the  first  owner 
of  this  dwelling  built  on  the 
site  of  an  early  house  said 
to  have  been  occupied  in  17U5 
by  William  Cheney.    The  ell 
extending  in  the  rear  includ- 
ed a  summer  kitchen  and  per- 
haps a  barn.    The  dormers 
were  added  in  this  century. 

(E.  Smith) 


WEBSTER  STREET 


302  Webster  Street  -  Before  1855.  Many  alterations. 

(J.  McAneny) 


WILLI5T0N  ROAD 


7  Williston  Road  -  Before  1850. 

This  house 
with  its  charming  Gothic  details 
was  the  childhood  home  of  Horatio 
Parker,  a  musician  known  for  his 
extensive  contribution  to  church 
music . 

A  bronze  plaque  on  the  side  of 
the  house  is  a  reminder  of  this 
organist  and  composer  who  served 
also  as  Dean  of  the  Yale  School 
of  Music.  (C.  F.  Parker) 
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WOODBINE  STREET 


31  Woodbine  Street  -  Between 

18U3  and 
18£2.    While  this  house  is  shown 
on  a  map  attached  to  "Early  Days 
in  Auburndale"  as  dating  before 
1800  it  surely  has  the  typical 
features  of  a  substantial  mid- 
nineteenth  century  dwelling.  Note 
the  corner  pilasters  and  floor- 
length  windows.    Possibly  material 
from  an  earlier  house  was  incor- 
porated in  it.  For  many  years  it 
was  occupied  by  the  Blood  family. 
Mr.  Charles  Winthrop  Blood,  an 
attorney,  was  Auburndale1 s  lead- 
ing historian. 


WOODLAND  ROAD 


33  Woodland  Road  -  C.18U8.  The  first  occupant  of  this  house,  Ebenezer  Bradbury, 

was  the  father  of  twenty-one  children.    At  church  on  Sunday 
morning  the  family  would  completely  fill  two  entire  pews  and  "sometimes  Mr. 
Bradbury,  himself,  would  have  to  enter  a  third  one."  Old  stone  posts  still  mark 
the  entrance  to  the  circular  driveway  leading  to  this  impressive  house  which 
retains  a  feeling  of 
seclusion  because  of 
the  magnificent  trees  fp* 
which  surround  it. 


Note  the  imposing  pil- 
asters on  the  Central 
Street  side,  and  the 
delicate  fretwork  on 
the  porches. 

(E.  Bradbury) 
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WOODLAND   ROAD  (Continued) 


59  Woodland  Road  -  c.  18U0    An  early  resident  of  this  house  was  Rev.  Isaac  R. 

Worcester,  one  of  the  many  ministers  who  chose  this  community 
as  a  home.    He  was  the  editor  of  the  Missionary  Herald  for  many  years.    The  house 
has  been  carefully  preserved  by  a  succession  of  owners  and  maintains  its  original 
character.    Note  the  substantial  corner  pilasters.    The  attractive  portico  re- 
placed a  porch  which  formerly  extended  across  the  front. 

(Rev.  I.  R.  Worcester) 
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